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Sanctuary Advisory Council Meeting 
 

DRAFT Key Meeting Outcomes 
Friday, September 18, 2015 

 
Casa Las Palmas, Santa Barbara, CA 

 
Note: Upon approval by the council (expected in September 2015), this document will be posted online at 
http://channelislands.noaa.gov/sac/meeting_notes.html. Audio recordings of this meeting are available upon 
request to Michael.Murray@noaa.gov. 

 
Administrative Business and Announcements 
 

The council approved finalization of the Draft Key Outcomes summarizing the July 17, 2015 advisory council 
meeting. 
 
Sanctuary Superintendent’s Report 
Superintendent Chris Mobley noted that members of the pop-rock band Maroon 5 visited the Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary while onboard the Condor Express to learn about and promote citizen science programs 
and whale conservation efforts of the sanctuary. 
 
Council Member Announcements  
A number of council members shared announcements (unrelated to meeting agenda items). Audio recordings are 
available upon request.  
 
Marine Debris Project Proposal 
Sean Hastings, Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Resource Protection Coordinator, described a proposed 
project eligible for funding from the NOAA Marine Debris Program that would ultimately recover, and prevent the 
loss of, lobster fishing gear. Sean described that the proposed project would orchestrate these efforts through trap 
limits and a tagging system that would be implemented for the 2017 fishing season. With the current request for 
funds sitting at $45,000, the project is expected to run for 18 months. During council discussion, many members 
expressed support for the project, identified parties currently working on this issue, offered advice on how to 
improve the current proposal.  The council voted unanimously in favor of a motion to indicate their support for 
the proposed project.  
 
NOAA Office of Coast Survey and Recreational Boaters  
Jeff Ferguson, California Navigation Manager for NOAA’s Office of Coast Survey, presented on the products and 
services provided by his office to the maritime community. Jeff identified that their main job is to keep nautical 
charts updated, with the goal that they are representative of real time conditions, for a wide range of users spanning 
from recreational boaters to container ships. To ensure that information is most current, he described a shift from 
distribution of paper maps to digital presentation of information. These data streams are available through a variety 
of mediums including the ENC website and an app called ActiveCaptain, which utilizes citizen science to identify 
real-time conditions. Jeff described the different pathways that data reaches its users and stressed the importance of 
keeping middlemen up-to-date with the most accurate data streams. He also noted that while paper charts are no 
longer being distributed, they can still be purchased online by request. The presentation came to a close with a 
description of utilizing satellites to expand mapped areas with a greater level of accuracy.   
 
Public Comment  
Remarks were made by Eric Kett on the importance of trash clean up in streams and creeks in preparation for El 
Nino. Ben Pitterle responded to this comment by stating that on September 24th there would be an event in Goleta 
to clean up local creeks and invited participation. Paul Amerol commented about oil spill, suggesting that efforts 
should be made to respond more quickly during spills because retrieval of oil is more successful within the first 48 
hours. 
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Refugio Beach Oil Spill Natural Resources Damage Assessment (NRDA)  
Laurie Sullivan from NOAA’s Office of Response and Restoration presented on the efforts underway to assess oil 
spill impacts at Refugio. She gave an overview of the NRDA process and stated that there would be a public meeting, 
to be held in Goleta, in the next few months to update the public on the status of this assessment. It was noted that 
multiple agencies are involved in this process and may have different objectives they wish to accomplish during the 
cleanup process; NRDA is invested for public damage assessment, not private, and will therefore abstain from 
assessing economic losses. 
 
Laurie explained that there are multiple steps needed to support a claim including identifying the release, pathways, 
exposure and injury from the spill. Since May 2015, data collection has been underway in which they are quantifying 
dead animals and identifying oil components to support the claim that injury resulted after the spill occurred. She 
outlined the plans for next steps after data collection is complete, including a description of how the injury evidence 
will be used to support the plans for restoration of the area. It was noted that benefits from restoration are often lower 
than their initial levels and this would likely be the case at Refugio. Laurie provided a description of the seven 
specialized groups working on the assessment of damages. She noted in particular that one team is working to collect 
oil to determine the spread of the problem by assessing rocky intertidal habitats and shoreline wrack conditions.  
 
The presentation concluded with information regarding the upcoming public meeting for outreach, distribution of an 
updated newsletter, and mention that relations with the Responsible Party have been cooperative and data is being 
shared cordially.  
 
Much of the following council discussion focused on the status of identifying tar samples found between the spill site 
and Southern California beaches and the process by which these samples were accepted for analysis. The navy 
representative inquired about the process regarding acceptance of samples for analysis and asked for an update on 
which samples had been accepted. Laurie stated that results from tar balls found in Southern California are still in the 
identification process, but those that have come back are a match from the Refugio spill. Additionally, she explained 
the proper protocol that needed to be followed in order to accept samples for analysis and stated that samples 
collected by the Navy and from NPS from Santa Cruz and San Miguel were currently being analyzed.  
 
Final points of discussion focused on the Responsible Parties’ obligation to help out with restoration, and clarification 
about the responsibilities of NOAA’s Office of Response and Restoration. Laurie stated that short of taking the 
Responsible Party to court, they only have the power to ask for their cooperation in cleanup and furthermore noted 
that while her agency is not responsible for assigning funds for economic loss, a class action suit is being developed 
for people who feel they have been wronged from the oil spill.  
 
Public Comments 

• Linda Krop commented that EDF is prepping a guidance document for the public regarding the oil spill. This 
document stresses public response, involvement and their importance.   

• Once damages are assessed and restoration ideas are brought forward, where will these restoration efforts be 
placed and when? 
o Laurie: It depends, it can get early restoration before the legal process is complete. With other spills 

they restored oyster and sea grass beds – called in-kind and onsite restoration. We might able to do 
offsite restoration for birds. 

• CINMS staff was on the response team, these spills will always have an impact on our sanctuary – try to 
come up with lessons learned for the next spill.  
o Laurie: We want to work with staff to update everyone on protocol for responding to oil spills, 

HAZWOPER training   
• Who develops restoration plans? 

o Laurie: The trustees, in this case California’s Office of Spill Prevention and Response. After trustees 
develop restoration plans, the public will be able to comment on these plans and make suggestions. The 
plan can be revised and implemented. Examples for restoration can include public use restoration – i.e. 
a new staircase to the beach.  

• Tribal groups are not included in the general public, need to keep them in mind and keep them up to date.  
 



 

NOAA Fisheries National Saltwater Recreational Fisheries Policy 
Craig Heberer, Recreational Fisheries Coordinator for NOAA Fisheries’ West Coast Region, discussed the 
agency’s new policy, West Coast Recreational Fisheries Implementation Plan for 2016-2018, on marine 
recreational fisheries. They want to create a policy that is action oriented and will enhance recreational 
opportunities. He stated that the goals of the policy are 1) to support and maintain sustainable saltwater recreational 
fisheries resources, 2) to create sustainable means for the resource, community and ecosystem, 3) to promote 
fishing for the social, cultural, and economic benefits to the nation, and 4) to promote science-based conservation 
and management at the foundation. Their policy was guided by the following principles: 1) promote ecosystem 
conservation and enhancement, 2) increase public access to recreational fishing opportunities, 3) coordinate with 
state and federal agencies, 4) advance innovative solutions for evolving challenges, 5) provide scientifically sound 
data. Drafts of the policy will be rolled out over the next couple of months. He opened the conversation up to allow 
for comments and input on the policy. 
 
Most council members were excited that local fishermen were being consulted on this policy and the focus was on 
sustainability rather than preservation. There was general praise that this policy was striving for collaboration 
between different stakeholders and government entities. There was a general consensus that this should happen 
more often. 
 
NOAA El Nino Forecasting 
Eric Boldt, Warming Coordination Meterologist, National Weather Service, presented on current NOAA 
predictions for the upcoming El Nino season. Eric gave a general overview of the frequency and characteristics of 
El Nino seasons. Their current estimates state that there is a >95% chance of strong El Nino this winter. This 
typically means that North America will receive more storms. This upcoming El Nino season is on track to be the 
second largest El Nino on record. The 1997 event was the strongest recorded. While increased storms are predicted, 
this does not necessarily mean that there will be state-wide above average precipitation and it is clear that this will 
not end California’s drought. Eric gave a summary of some potential winter impacts, which included storms 
capable of multiple impacts, coastal erosion, large wave action, and debris flows. He warned that people stay aware 
and remain prepared this season. 
 
The council had questions about the nature and frequency of this El Nino. Mark Steele asked if the recent rains 
experienced in California were the first signs of El Nino and if there was danger of tropical storms in California. 
Eric stated that the recent rain has not been due to El Nino and that El Nino increases tropical storms. In 1938, a 
tropical storm made landfall in California during an El Nino season. John Ugoretz wanted clarification on when this 
season would likely hit. Eric clarified that it typically arrives in southern California from January to March. Council 
agreed that Eric should come back in May to present on what happened this El Nino and what did not happen. 
 
Public Comment 
Paul Petrich commented that the council has addressed conservation and preservation but has not addressed 
restoration. Present baselines are completely different from historical baselines and the new fisheries policy should 
carefully consider what baseline is used. 
 
National Marine Sanctuary System Report 
John Armor, Acting Director of NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, gave some remarks and provided 
updates from the National Marine Sanctuaries. In early May, the Director of ONMS was placed on administrative 
leave. John has temporarily taken over his role and he is pressing forward and making sure the office is still on 
track. The ONMS Leadership Team meetings in Santa Barbara this week were focused largely on strategic 
planning.  Over the last couple of years, the sanctuaries budget has been stable despite growing operational costs. 
He is working very hard to ensure the programs will receive more money. He is hopeful for the sanctuaries in terms 
of budget and progress. 
 
Kristi Birney praised the objective of the sanctuary advisory council stating that is one of the only places that all 
stakeholders are brought together. The Sanctuary’s involvement and facilitation has been a pivotal factor in the 
SAC’s success. Michael Cohen felt that more attention and funding should be directed towards social media.  He 
also suggested that sanctuaries share and promote posts from other sanctuaries. John stated that there has been 
heavy focus and investment in social media marketing at the national level. David Bacon pleaded that fishery 



 

related issues should be directed to the federal fisheries programs, emphasizing that fishermen are the number one 
constituency in the area.  
 
Council members then had a long discussion about the importance of sanctuaries not over extending themselves. 
Small sanctuaries require different management than large ones. It is important to recognize that adding more 
sanctuaries adds complications and might dilute the significance and importance of areas. Eric Kett commented that 
that diving lacked representation on the council. 
 
Working Group Reports 
Marine Shipping Working Group 

• The group’s members were tasked with taking their first proposals and revamping them and then 
resubmitting them. 

• There will be updates on the educational and research component recommendations from the group. 
• Theresa Geodecke from NOAA/NCCOS is the lead on a socioeconomic study that us trying to do an 

economic valuation of the different management strategies (VSR, seasonal vs permanent, etc). The Bren 
school is doing a companion valuation of the whale watching industry. A summary report of the study will 
be released around the same time that the MSWG will be presenting their findings. 

 
Channel Islands Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on Enforcement 

• No update 
 

Chumash Community Working Group 
• They were able to attend a Supreme Court hearing on September 2nd and it was impressive to see the large 

amount of diversity among the Justices. Unfortunately, they had no outcome to report at this time. 
• Since they have been on the Council, they have talked a lot about Chumash education. They have almost 

completed the MPA teaching product that they presented at the last meeting.  
• They are starting a social media campaign called “eye on the water”. Hoping to educate more youth on 

issues related to ocean conservation. 
• They have also hired a new education coordinator to help with some of their programs. 

 
Research Activities Panel 

• Have not met recently but they are available for consultation at any time. 
 
Marketing Subcommittee 

• In the last year, CINMS has almost tripled the number of fans on Facebook. They are going to focus more 
heavily on Twitter and Instagram. 

• On the CINMS Facebook page, the Big Blue Live post received 11,000 likes. The Dave Beezer story 
received 9,000. Maroon 5 got about 8,000 likes. These do not include the likes that other individuals get 
when they share these posts. 

• The economic value of a facebook “like” is $1.25. 
 
Sanctuary Education Team 

• They have had a quiet summer but they are always keeping in mind ways to engage youth with the SAC. 
They are going to do a Science Fair Special Award and they are also thinking about a mixer opportunity for 
youth group organizers. 

 
Recreational Fishing Working Group 

• They have been talking mainly about marketing. 
• They felt that the Sanctuary should be reaching out to the recreational community and get them to visit the 

sanctuary by highlighting the recreational fishing opportunities. 
 
Commercial Fishing Working Group 

• Nothing to report 
 



 

Conservation Working Group 
• MPA signs have been signed and printed and they are presently in the appropriate hands awaiting 

installation. 
 
Meeting Close Out 
There is a November 20th SAC meeting which is the last meeting of the year. The council moved and approved that 
the meeting schedule remain the same pattern as in recent years.  This resulted in an approved schedule of these 
2016 dates:  

• Friday, January 22 - Santa Barbara 
• Friday, March 18 - Ventura 
• Friday, May 20 - Santa Barbara 
• Friday, July 15 - Oxnard 
• Friday, September 16 - Santa Barbara 
• Friday, November 18 – Ventura 



 

Sanctuary Advisory Council Meeting Attendance Roster (September 18, 2015) 
 

Andrea Mills Tourism Absent 
Garrett Kababik Tourism - Alternate Absent 
Ben Pitterle Non-Consumptive Recreation Present 
Tony Knight Non-Consumptive Recreation - Alternate Present 
Michael Cohen Business Present 
Capt. Kip Louttit Business - Alternate Present 
Kristi Birney Conservation Present 
Greg Helms Conservation - Alternate Absent 
Stephanie Mutz Commercial Fishing Absent 
John Hoadley Commercial Fishing - Alternate Present 
Capt. David Bacon Recreational Fishing Present 
Merit McCrea Recreational Fishing - Alternate Absent 
Amanda Allen Education Present 
Cliff Rodrigues Education - Alternate Present 
Dr. Robert Warner Research Present 
Dr. Mark Steele Research - Alternate Present 
Phyllis Grifman Public At Large #1 Present 
Victor Cox Public At Large #1 - Alternate Absent 
Richard Block Public At Large #2 Absent 
vacant Public At Large #2 - Alternate -- 
Luhui Isha Waiya Chumash Community Present 
Mati Waiya Chumash Community - Alternate Absent 
vacant NOAA Fisheries -- 
Shelby Mendez NOAA Fisheries - Alternate Absent 
Russell Galipeau National Park Service Absent 
vacant National Park Service - Alternate -- 
CDR Casey Hehr US Coast Guard Present 
LT CMDR Joseph Giammanco US Coast Guard – Alternate Absent 
Donna Schroeder BOEM Absent 
Dr. Ann Bull BOEM - Alternate Absent 
John Ugoretz Dept. of Defense Present 
Walt Schobel Dept. of Defense - Alternate Present 
Craig Schulman CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Absent 
Julia Coates CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife - Alternate Present 
Rich Rozzelle CA Natural Resources Agency Absent 
Amy Vierra CA Natural Resources Agency - Alternate Absent 
Dr. Jonna Engel CA Coastal Commission Absent 
Molly Troup CA Coastal Commission - Alternate Present 
Dianne Black Santa Barbara County Present 
Anne Almy Santa Barbara County - Alternate Absent 
Danielle Tarr Ventura County Absent 
vacant Ventura County - Alternate -- 
Chris Mobley Channel Islands NMS [non-voting] Present 
Paul Michel Monterey Bay NMS [non-voting] Absent 
Karen Grimmer Monterey Bay NMS - Alternate [non-voting] Absent 
Maria Brown Gulf of the Farallones NMS [non-voting] Present 
Brian Johnson Gulf of the Farallones NMS [non-voting] Absent 

 


	Greg Helms
	vacant
	Russell Galipeau

