
Vessel Transits Through Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary and Area to 
Be Avoided (ATBA) - 2014 Estimated Compliance 
 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS) has released its annual report on estimated 
compliance to an Area to be Avoided (ATBA), established to protect sanctuary resources. 
Designated in 1994 by the International Maritime Organization, the ATBA is a voluntary vessel 
routing measure that requests all vessels 400 gross tons (GT) and above that are transiting the 
area, to stay a safe distance off shore, mitigating the potential impact from spills and allowing 
more time for assistance to disabled vessels. OCNMS monitoring estimates 2014 compliance at 
98%.  Monitoring data show 12,431 transits of vessels over 400 GT off the Washington coast, 
with 4,676 passing through the sanctuary. Of those 104 passed through the ATBA. For those 
vessels that do not comply OCNMS works with Canadian and U.S. Coast Guards to conduct 
outreach to seek future compliance.  
 
The OCNMS report can be found at 
http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/protect/incidentresponse/2014_ais.pdf 
 
See below for OCNMS ATBA Information Flyer 
 

http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/protect/incidentresponse/2014_ais.pdf
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