












SCORPION MR
Critical Habitat:

Caves
High relief rocky features

Species of Interest:
Eelgrass
Spiny lobster

(Panulirus interruptus)
Ashy Storm-Petrel

(Oceanodroma homochroa)
Cormorants

PAINTED CAVE MCA 
Critical Habitat:

Largest sea cave in North America
Rocky cliffs

Species of Interest:
Pinnipeds 
Cetaceans: gray (Eschrichtius robustus),

blue (Balaenoptera musculus), 
humpback (Megaptera novaeangliae)
whales

Seabird breeding habitat

Santa Cruz Island 
The largest of the Channel Islands is in
the transition zone for warm currents
from the south and colder northern
currents, offering a diverse assemblage
of underwater life. Painted Cave, one of
the world’s largest sea caves, is found on
the west end of Santa Cruz Island. 
All sea caves are closed to landing.

Sea kayakers
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GULL ISLAND MR
Critical Habitat:

Rocky reefs, emergent rocks, kelp forest and
steep wall of Santa Cruz Submarine Canyon.

Species of Interest:
Snowy Plovers 

(Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)
California hydrocoral

(Stylaster californicus)
Historically, Red (Haliotis rufescens) 

and black (H. cracherodii) abalone
Rockfish species including Blue 

(Sebastes mysfinus), vermilion (S. 
miniatus), bocaccio (S. paucispinis)

Sanctuary and Park Regulations You Should Know1

Together, the state of California, Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary and Channel Islands National Park protect a wealth of 
natural and maritime heritage resources and increase awareness
through public education, research, and monitoring.

To protect these important resources, the following activities 
are prohibited:

✶ Discharging or depositing any material into the sanctuary.
General exceptions: treated sewage from a Coast Guard-approved 
Type I or II marine sanitation device (MSD)*; vessel engine/generator
exhaust or cooling water, biodegradable graywater* (e.g., galley, bath
and shower water) or deck wash down; fish or chumming materials dur-
ing lawful fishing.
NOTES — Discharge of untreated sewage and food wastes is prohibited, and MSDs
must be locked to prevent sewage discharge. *For large vessels (300+ gross 
registered tons) additional restrictions apply – see channelislands.noaa.gov. 

✶ Possessing, disturbing or harassing sea turtles, seabirds, seals, 
sea lions, whales, or dolphins. Harassment includes any action that
modifies the animal’s behavior. 

✶ Disturbing marine mammals or seabirds by flying motorized aircraft 
at less than 1,000 feet within one nautical mile of any island.

✶ Removing or damaging, or attempting to remove or damage, 
historical or cultural resources, including shipwrecks and archaeologi-
cal artifacts.

✶ Operating motorized personal watercraft within 1 mile around any 
island. (e.g., Sea-Doo®, JetSki®).

✶ Taking resources within state or federal marine reserves and conser-
vation areas (see maps for details). Resources include both living ma-
rine life and non-living resources, such as rocks, sand, shells, etc.

✶ Drilling, dredging, constructing on, or otherwise altering the 
sanctuary’s seabed, except for navigational aids, anchoring vessels or
for lawful fishing. Also, abandoning any structure, material, or other
matter on or in sanctuary’s seabed (e.g., intentionally leaving a sunken
vessel or equipment).

✶ Releasing introduced species into the sanctuary, except striped bass
released during catch-and-release fishing.

✶ Operating cargo and offshore installation service vessels, or 
vessels 300 gross registered tons or more, within one nautical mile
from any island.

✶ Tampering with signs.

Camping and Landing on the Islands
✶ Private boaters may land on all five islands within the park 
year-round. 

✶ A landing permit is required to access The Nature Conservancy 

property on Santa Cruz Island. 
For an application visit
www.tnccalifornia.org. 

✶ Camping permits are re-
quired for each island, however
no landing permits are required
for the island lands adminis-
tered by the National Park Serv-
ice. Reservations are required
for hiking beyond the ranger
station at San Miguel Island. Refer to the park newspaper or
www.nps.gov/chis for detailed information or contact the island Park
Ranger on Channel 16 before landing. For camping reservations call
(877) 444-6777. 

✶ Please be aware that there are no all-weather anchorages around
the islands.

✶ Visitors are responsible for any damage to the resources.

✶ Please note there are park areas that are closed and restricted—
refer to the regulations and guidelines section of the park newspaper
and www.nps.gov/chis.

Island Regulations Include:
✶ Collecting, harassing, feeding or otherwise harming wildlife, plant
life or other natural resources is prohibited.

✶ Archeological resources, including Native American sites, ship-
wrecks, and historical ranch sites, are protected under federal law. 
It is illegal to disturb or damage these sites in any way.

✶ Pets are not allowed on the islands.

✶ Beach campfires (including charcoal fires), fireworks, explosives,
and firearms are prohibited.

✶ No camping is allowed on island beaches, except seasonally by 
permit on Santa Rosa Island.

✶ Private aircraft may not land within the park boundaries and all 
aircraft must maintain a minimum 1,000-foot altitude above land and
sea surfaces within the park.

✶ To protect wildlife, landing on offshore rocks and islets is prohibited.

✶ Visitors must pack out their own trash. No trash cans are provided.

1 This is a partial and abridged summary of regulations, which are subject to
change. You are responsible for knowing the rules. For a full listing of sanctuary
regulations, refer to the Code of Federal Regulations Title 15 sec. 922.70-
922.74, or call the sanctuary office at (805) 966-7107, or visit channelis-
lands.noaa.gov. For park regulations, refer to the Code of Federal Regulations
Title 36 and the superintendent’s compendium. Visit www.nps.gov/chis/ for a
complete list of regulations, or call the park office at (805) 658-5700. Also be
aware that you must comply with all other laws and regulations.

Working together to Protect the Channel Islands

Camping on Anacapa Island
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PLEASE NOTE: These maps are not suitable for navigational purposes. The information in this brochure is current as of June, 2009.




