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January 2, 2009
Dear Interested Party:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of National Manne
Sanctuaries announces completion of the revised final management plan for the Chanel [slands
Mational Marine Sanctuary. The sanctuary is located off Santa Barbara and Ventura counties in
southern California and was designated in 1980, The sanctuary exiends seaward approximately
six nautical miles (nmi} from the following islands and offshore rocks: San Miguel Island, Santa
Cruz Island, Santa Rosa Island, Anacapa Island, Santa Barbara Island, Richardson Rock, and
Castle Rock. The sanctuary protects rich, diverse, and productive marine ecosystems and
submerged culiural resources within an approximately 1,470 square statute mile area (1,110
square nmi). The area is particularly noted for its kelp forests, rocky shores, submerged
Chumash cultural artifacts, over 140 shipwrecks and aircraft wrecks, and diverse species of
maring mammals, seabirds, invertebrates and fish,

The final management plan identifies priority management issues and actions proposed 1o
address them. For example, the plan includes actions to expand research, education, outreach,
and enforcement programs, create and enhance partnerships, improve wildlife protections,
develop a water quality program, and reduce pollution impacts from vessels. The new plan
represents a major revision of the sanctuary's original 1983 management plan.

The final management plan is accompanied by a final environmental impact statement (FEIS:
released November 25, 2008), which analyzes a range of alternatives for modified and new
Sanctuary regulations, provides environmental and sociceconomic impact analyses of those
regulatory alternatives, and provides responses to public comments previously submitted on the
draft management plan and draft environmental impact statement. These two documents are
bundled together in two volumes: the final management plan is Volume [, and the FELS is
Volume 1. Of the alternatives analyzed in the FEIS, NOAA has decided to implement the
proposed action alternative. A final rule, published in the Federal Register, presents the new
Sanctuary regulations. Changes to sanctuary regulations focus on key issues including
ecosystem protection, wildlife disturbance, vessel traffic, water quality, and introduced species.

For more information on the management plan review, new Sanctuary regulations, and to
download copies of the final management plan, FEIS, and Final Rule, please visit the
“Management Plan™ section of our web site: http:/‘channelislands.noaa. gov/.

Sincerely,

Mnﬁ 7 M/Lf?,,
Christopher T. Mobley, Superintendent

Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
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ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT

This document is the management plan for the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (CINMS).
This plan will serve as the primary management document of the Sanctuary for approximately the next
five years.

Comments or questions on this management plan should be directed to:

Michael Murray
Management Plan Coordinator
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary
113 Harbor Way, Suite 150
Santa Barbara, California 93109
(805) 966-7107
michael.murray@noaa.gov

Recommended citation:

U.S. Department of Commerce. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. National Marine
Sanctuary Program. 2008. Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Management Plan / Final
Environmental Impact Statement. Silver Spring, MD.
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